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In recent years, rapid population growth and inadequate planning have
led to challenges in environmental, social, and economic domains.
Therefore, formulating an urban development strategy that emphasizes
existing pathology and foresight to predict future challenges is essential.
This study aims to develop an urban development strategy with a focus
on pathology and foresight in the coastal cities of Boushehr Province.
The research is applied in terms of its objectives and descriptive-
analytical in nature, with data collection methods being both library-
based and field-based. Data analysis was conducted using structural
equation modeling with PLS Smart software. The findings indicate that
the research model has a suitable quality, and its fit has been positively
confirmed using shared validity and redundancy validity indices. The
explained variance (0.68) demonstrates the simultaneous impact of three
criteria, including employment and economic strategies, environmental
preservation, and the expansion of trade relations on sustainable urban
development in the coastal cities of Boushehr Province. The results of
hypothesis testing also show a positive and significant impact of
implementing employment and economic sustainability strategies,
environmental strategies, and the expansion of trade relations on
sustainable urban development. Finally, the goodness-of-fit index
(GOF) was found to be 0.732, indicating the desirability of the
structural model of the research. The results suggest that policymakers
should present programs tailored to the actual needs of the region to
achieve economic growth while preserving the environment and
providing a comprehensive vision for the development of the coastal
cities of Boushehr Province and identifying investment priorities.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Globally, the rapid development of cities,
especially in developing countries, faces
numerous challenges. These challenges,
including population growth and its irrational
distribution, have negative impacts on the
natural and cultural environments of
communities and have become serious
concerns. In Iran, urban development is also
confronted with issues such as severe
uncertainties and the inefficiency of
development plans. Despite the implementation
of thousands of urban development projects, the
outcomes of these interventions have often been
unclear and unstable, highlighting the need for a
shift in perspective and the adoption of
innovative planning approaches. The urban
development vision encompasses aspirations
and goals for the future of cities that must be
precisely formulated. This vision helps to
clearly identify the future position of cities and
exploit available opportunities. In this context,
the process of visioning should be carried out
with  consideration of the geographical,
economic, social, and political conditions of
each community. The coastal cities of Boushehr
province, as one of Iran’s strategic regions, face
various economic, social, and environmental
challenges that can negatively impact the
sustainable development and future of these
areas. Despite the vast potential of Boushehr
province in terms of oil and gas reserves,
maritime trade, and geographical location, the
development of these cities has been
considerably slower and faced more challenges
compared to the Arab cities along the southern
Gulf. These differences underscore the
necessity of a thorough examination of the
internal and external factors influencing the
management and strategic planning of these
cities’ development. This study emphasizes the
need for an analysis of previous plans and
utilizes the Bryson strategic planning model to
propose actionable and prioritized solutions for
improving urban development management.
The main issue of this research is to determine
the basis upon which an effective urban
development strategy, grounded in analysis, can
be formulated for the coastal cities of Boushehr

province. This issue is particularly significant
for addressing developmental inequalities,
optimizing resource utilization, and enhancing
the competitiveness of these cities at both
regional and international levels. The absence
of a comprehensive and forward-looking plan
for sustainable development management in the
coastal cities of Boushehr has rendered these
areas incapable of effectively responding to
future environmental, economic, and social
changes. The existing challenges include
population growth, environmental changes, the
inefficiency of traditional development plans,
and the need for innovative approaches in urban
planning. Therefore, employing foresight as a
strategic and future-oriented tool for accurately
identifying and analyzing existing problems is
essential. This approach can contribute to
formulating effective urban development
strategies and create new horizons for
sustainable development in the coastal cities of
Boushehr province.

Methodology

This research is considered an applied study,
meaning its results and findings can be utilized
in practical and executive contexts. Such
research typically aims to solve real issues and
improve existing conditions, directly impacting
decision-making and policymaking. In terms of
type and nature, this research falls under
descriptive-analytical ~ studies.  Descriptive
studies examine and describe the characteristics
and current status of phenomena, while
analytical studies analyze collected data and
information to identify relationships and
existing patterns. Thus, this research addresses
both descriptive and analytical aspects and
seeks to achieve a deeper understanding of the
examined subject. The data collection methods
in this study include both library and field
approaches. The library method involves
searching and reviewing existing resources such
as books, scientific articles, reports, and other
relevant documents, while the field method
includes collecting data through surveys,
interviews, or direct observation. This
combination of methods allows researchers to
utilize credible sources and objective data for
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analysis and investigation. Data analysis was
conducted using structural equations and PLS
Smart software. Structural equation modeling is
an advanced statistical technique that enables
researchers to model and analyze complex
relationships between variables. The use of PLS
Smart software is particularly suitable for
complex data and multidimensional models,
assisting researchers in obtaining more accurate
results ~and  better understanding the
relationships among variables. Overall, this
research aims to provide a comprehensive and
precise analysis of the examined subject using
scientific approaches and advanced statistical
tools.

Results and Discussion

The findings indicate that the values of shared
validity and redundancy validity indices are
positive, suggesting that the model possesses
suitable quality. The explained variance (0.68)
reveals that sustainable urban development in
the coastal cities of Boushehr province results
from the simultaneous consideration of three
criteria: employment and economic strategies,
environmental preservation strategies, and
strategies for expanding trade relations with
regional and extra-regional countries. The
structural model was analyzed using a
guestionnaire  designed  around  strategic
development strategies and analyzed through
the Partial Least Squares (PLS) method. The
results of the confirmatory measurement model
test validated the reliability and validity of the
criteria and indicators, with the average
variance extracted (AVE) for all criteria
exceeding 0.5 and the Cronbach’s alpha and
composite reliability coefficients also above
0.7. In the structural model test, hypotheses
were examined, and results showed that the
impact of implementing employment and
economic  sustainability  strategies (t-
value=2.840 and path coefficient=0.396), the
impact of environmental strategies on
sustainable urban development (t-value=2.60
and path coefficient=0.134), and the impact of
expanding trade relations with regional and

extra-regional countries (t-value=2.11 and path
coefficient=0.203) were confirmed.
Furthermore, the Goodness of Fit (GOF) index
was 0.732, indicating the satisfactory nature of
the structural model of the research.

Conclusion

The strategic urban development program is a
key tool in development management aimed at
improving quality of life, strengthening urban
economies, creating sustainable infrastructure,
and enhancing urban governance. These
programs focus on environmental preservation,
employment and economic sustainability, and
expanding trade relations with regional and
extra-regional countries. Due to the impact of
human activities on the coastal environment of
Boushehr province, designing development
programs with an environmental sustainability
approach is essential. These programs include
constructing wastewater treatment facilities,
combating climate change, implementing strict
standards for industries, and developing
ecotourism. In the realm of employment and
economic sustainability, enhancing trade and
logistical infrastructure and creating free trade
zones can attract foreign investment and help
transform the coastal cities of Boushehr into
economic hubs. Promoting domestic and
international  tourism, improving tourism
infrastructure, and establishing industrial
clusters are other strategies in this regard.
Furthermore, developing a marine-oriented
economy and attracting investment in marine-
related sectors can contribute to the creation of
sustainable jobs. Urban sustainable
development strategies should also consider
improving health and education services,
optimizing water consumption, and establishing
industrial zones to prevent encroachment on
residential land. Overall, coastal cities in
Boushehr province, given their geographical
position and economic and cultural potentials,
require  multidimensional  planning  and
coordination among various sectors to achieve
sustainable development.
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