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One of the prominent topics in urban planning is the formulation of an urban
vision based on sustainable development, which helps create resilient,
sustainable, and livable cities. This approach, especially in recent decades,
has been recognized as one of the necessities of urban planning. Futures
studies have been introduced as one of the effective tools for managing
global changes in urbanization, climate change, and the decline of
biodiversity. This research aims to formulate the urban vision of Royan by
2041 (1420 in the Iranian calendar) using a foresight approach with an
emphasis on sustainable development. The primary goal is to leverage
natural capacities to solve the existing issues in Royan, develop
comprehensive development scenarios, enhance the city’s competitiveness,
and reduce potential risks. The research methodology combines descriptive,
analytical, and survey methods. The statistical population consists of 350
managers and experts from various sectors such as the Noor governorate and
judiciary domain (municipality, members of the Royan City Council, and
engineers’ supervisors), and using stratified sampling, 183 individuals were
selected. Utilizing the MICMAC model for data analysis and the Delphi
technique for collecting expert opinions, the research results show that
potential crises in natural resources—especially threats—can degrade the
quality of life for citizens and regional development. Futures studies aid in
managing changes in the urban ecosystem and lead to the coordination of
urban policies with global challenges, as well as drafting laws and
frameworks to better manage natural resources. Proposals include:
formulating policies for natural resource protection, optimal use of existing
resources alongside managing environmental challenges, and implementing
strategies tailored to sustainable socio-economic development needs while
anticipating future challenges
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Natural ~ resources  management in  such
circumstances is a complex and multifaceted process
aimed at the sustainable utilization and preservation
of existing resources for future generations. This
management includes biodiversity conservation,
water and land resources management, and
environmentally aligned economic development
(Abbasi et al., 2019).In Iran, rapid and uncontrolled
urbanization, without considering the natural
potential of areas, has led to habitat degradation and
ineffective urban growth (Pourmohammadi et al.,
2016; Alavitabar et al., 2018). Urban planning under
these circumstances must take sustainability
principles into account to meet human needs while
maintaining harmony with the region’s natural
capacities (Forouzandeh & Alavi-Tabar, 2020).0ne
prominent issue in this regard is the formulation of
an urban vision based on sustainable development,
which contributes to creating resilient, sustainable,
and livable cities (Rezaei et al., 2017). This
approach, particularly in recent decades, has been
recognized as one of the necessities of urban
planning (Slaughter, 2016). Futures studies have
been introduced as one of the effective tools for
managing global urbanization changes, climate
change, and biodiversity loss, helping societies align
urban planning to address future challenges (Hatami
& Jabbari, 2018) Cities striving for sustainable
development and natural resource conservation
require forward-looking planning and methods that
account for uncertainties, innovations, and future
changes (Karimi & Valipour, 2021). Royan city, in
Mazandaran Province, is an example of a city with
significant potential for sustainable development
due to its location and natural endowments. Situated
on the Caspian Sea coast between the cities of Noor
and Nowshahr, envisioning its future can effectively
mitigate  environmental  issues, uncontrolled
urbanization, and optimize resource use.

Urban visioning refers to providing a clear goal for
the urban community to guide collective efforts and
define a desirable future (Shipley, 2017). This study
seeks to examine the role of natural capacities in
developing the urban development vision document
for Royan City toward the horizon of 2041 (1420 in
the Persian calendar). The main research question
investigates how natural capacities can contribute to
addressing existing issues and employing scenarios
such as “comprehensive development,” “city
competitiveness,” and “risk reduction” in line with
sustainable development. The study also emphasizes

that sustainable natural resource management
through effective scenario development will not
only lead to environmental improvement and
reduced degradation but will also provide the basis
for enhancing citizens’ quality of life.
Methodology

Overall, the examination of these scenarios indicates
that achieving sustainable development in Royan
City critically depends on the proper management of
natural resources and proactive engagement with
environmental challenges. In certain scenarios,
Royan may encounter crises in natural resource
availability that could severely impact both the
quality of life of its residents and the region’s
developmental trajectory. To preempt further
problems and potential crises, it is essential to
formulate protective policies, ensure the optimal
utilization of natural resources, and integrate climate
change considerations into planning strategies.

The subcategories for each primary factor were
evaluated under varying conditions across
optimistic, intermediate, and pessimistic scenarios,
as follows:

e Climate factors: Temperature (pessimistic),
Precipitation (optimistic), Humidity
(optimistic), Atmospheric pressure
(pessimistic), Solar radiation (pessimistic).

e  Water resources: Groundwater (optimistic),
Rivers (optimistic), Sea (intermediate),
Springs (intermediate), Waterfalls
(intermediate), Reservoirs (intermediate),
Coastline (intermediate).

e Land cover and vegetation: Forests
(optimistic), Parks and green spaces
(optimistic),  Rangelands  (optimistic),
Fisheries (optimistic).

e Wildlife: Birds (pessimistic), Domestic
animals (intermediate), Wild animals
(pessimistic).

e Topography: Slope (intermediate), Slope
aspect (pessimistic), Elevation
(pessimistic).

e Soil: Fertile soil (optimistic), General soil
(intermediate).

Results and Discussion

As one of Iran's economic sectors, cooperation is of
particular importance. As stated in the

Conclusion

The findings of this research highlight that

The important issue is how to deal with the disputes
that have arisen and the relevant authorities to
resolve the disputes, in order to prevent the
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disintegration of cooperative companies and to
prevent material and moral damages. Since
cooperative companies are different from other
commercial companies listed in the commercial law
in terms of members' rights, they have special laws,
regulations and executive instructions, therefore the
legislator has also considered special rights for its
shareholders and in case of disputes, different
authorities considered to solve disputes. In fact,
despite the fact that cooperative companies are
among capital companies in the division of
companies, but in terms of the priority that the law
gives to the members of these types of companies
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