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In this study, by integrating a systems thinking perspective in sports
tourism with a futures studies approach, an attempt was made to identify
the key driving forces influencing the sustainable development of sports
tourism in Khuzestan Province. the primary objective was to identify and
analysis these drivers in order to provide a coherent and integrated
framework for planning the development of this industry within the study
area. The statistical population consisted of managers and experts from
sports federations, specialists from the Cultural Heritage, Tourism and
Handicrafts Organization, and experts from travel agencies engaged in
tour operations. by collecting the opinions of these groups, the factors
influencing and being influenced by the current and future status of sports
tourism in Khuzestan Province were identified. subsequently, the degree of
influence and dependence of each factor on the sustainable development of
sports tourism in Khuzestan Province was evaluated and classified using
the MICMAC software. The results obtained from the MICMAC analysis
indicated that the distribution of variables across the influence dependence
matrix reflects the instability of the system governing the sustainable
development of sports tourism in Khuzestan Province. accordingly, the
variables were classified into four main categories: dependent variables,
linkage variables, independent variables, and regulatory (autonomous)
variables. finally, 17 variables with the highest levels of direct and indirect
influence were identified as the key drivers shaping the future of
sustainable sports tourism development in Khuzestan Province (VAROL,
VARO02, VAR03, VAR04, VAR05, VAR09, VAR14, VAR16, VARI1S,
VAR19, VAR20, VAR35, VAR38, VAR40, VAR43, VAR44 and VARS5).
The research findings indicate that among the identified drivers, natural
attractions associated with coastal, water-based, and summer sports
exerted the greatest influence on the sustainable development of sports
tourism in Khuzestan Province.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Sports tourism plays a significant role in the
economies of countries and has a notable impact
on the social and economic development of
communities; this type of tourism contributes to
job creation, financial turnover, and increased
revenue. humanity’s inability to predict the future
and the ever increasing need for novel approaches
and tools to understand upcoming changes have
led to the formation of futures studies. futures
studies is a collection of efforts that, by analyzing
sources, patterns, and factors of change or stability,
maps out probable futures and plans for them.
considering the existing needs in Iran’s tourism
sector, entering the field of futures studies research
in sports tourism appears to be an undeniable
necessity. one of the important and influential
topics in this area, which plays a significant role in
economic development, is the sustainable
development of sports tourism. this is a concept
that, through foresight and the design of key
drivers, can lead to improved economic growth
and enhanced quality of life for individuals
(Padash etal, 2019).

The necessity of addressing this issue has led to
research albeit limited being conducted in various
regions. Some notable examples include: Miranda
and Andoza (2005), in their study of sports
tourism in  Spain, concluded that natural
attractions, with 78.3%, are the most significant
factor in attracting sports tourists to the country.
they also found that water sports (36.84%) and
hiking/walking (31.58%) are of greater importance
in attracting sports tourists. Macdonald (2017)
examined ‘future research directions regarding
sports demand’ in his study. He argues that the
volume of research in the fields of sports behavior,
knowledge, economic methodologies, and general
expertise has all made significant progress in this
century. at the same time, future sports demand is
linked to sports economics, markets, law, and
strategy. Peri¢ etal (2019) concluded in their
research that the basis of systemic analysis is to
analyze a subject such as the future of sports
tourism in connection with other factors,
especially environmental ones. these factors can be
either intentional or unintentional, as well as
internal or external. Dararbi etal (2020), in a

similar study examining planning scenarios for the
future of the sports tourism industry in Mashhad,
concluded that the region, with its significant
human, natural, and religious capacities, holds
great potential for attracting sports tourism in the
near future.

Sports is one of the essential components of
contemporary life and is recognized as the largest
social phenomenon in the world. In this context,
sports tourism considered an attractive and popular
branch of tourism has gained a special place
among people. futures studies in the field of sports
tourism, by examining emerging trends, helps in
making appropriate decisions, developing long
term plans, and increasing the impact of this type
of tourism on the development of sport. the main
objective is to identify the strengths and
weaknesses of the sustainable development of
sports tourism in Khuzestan province and to make
use of futures oriented ideas based on scenario
writing methodology. this approach can help pave
the way for the development of sports tourism.
paying attention to sports tourism and future
oriented planning in this field is among the most
important solutions for economic development.

Methodology

The present study, adopting a futures studies
approach, identifies the most important factors
influencing the future state of sustainable
development of sports tourism in Khuzestan
province and examines the extent and manner of
the influence of these factors. from an objective
perspective, this research is applicable, and in
terms of nature, it is descriptive analytical.
Environmental scanning and Delphi techniques
were used to identify variables and indicators. in
the first stage, initial variables were gathered
through a review of scientific-research articles and
reviews related to factors influencing the
sustainable development of sports tourism. then, a
semi structured questionnaire was provided to
experts and specialists in the field of tourism, and
they were asked to determine the degree of
influence and susceptibility of the variables within
the framework of the cross impact matrix, using
scores from zero to three. in this scale, ‘zero’
means no influence, ‘one’ means weak influence,
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‘two’ means moderate influence, and ‘three’
indicates strong influence. after data collection, the
scores were entered into the cross impact matrix in
the MICMAC software to determine the direct and
indirect influence and susceptibility of each factor.
finally, by analyzing the obtained scores, the key
drivers for the sustainable development of sports
tourism were identified.

Results and Discussion

Based on the research findings, by examining the
dispersion map of the output variables from the
MICMAC software and their positions on the
influence susceptibility axes, 17 key factors were
extracted as crucial for the sustainable
development of sports tourism in Khuzestan
province: VAR01, VAR02, VARO03, VAR04,
VARO05, VAR09, VAR14, VAR16, VARI1S,
VAR19, VAR20, VAR35, VAR38, VAR40,
VAR43, VAR44, and VARSS. all identified key
drivers, while showing slight shifts in indirect
influence, were repeated in terms of direct impact.
furthermore, among the examined drivers,
variables related to natural attractions associated
with coastal, water, and summer sports had the
most  significant impact on the sustainable
development of sports tourism in Khuzestan
province. The collective findings indicate that
these factors play a very important role in the
future of sports tourism. these factors have been
further analyzed as key drivers for the sustainable
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