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The growth of urbanization and urbanism in recent decades has reduced
social interactions at the level of large and medium cities. Public spaces
as vital centers of social interactions play a decisive role in this flow. On
the other hand, the components of environmental quality play an essential
role in improving the sociability of urban public spaces. In this regard,
the present research has been conducted with the aim of explaining the
most important components of environmental quality affecting the
sociability of Islamic Republic Street in Mahabad. This research is
applied in terms of purpose and based on descriptive-analytical method.
The method of data collection was documentary-field in the form of
questionnaires and interviews. The statistical population were specialists
in the field of urban planning and architecture, 20 of whom were selected
purposefully and non-randomly. The extraction and compilation of
criteria, dimensions and indicators was done in the form of carrying out
the steps of the Delphi panel, which was in the form of four physical
dimensions, activity, comfort and security, and urban appearance. The
method of data analysis was combined (quantitative-qualitative) in the
form of cross-effects analysis method using Mic Mac software and
scenario planning using Scenario Wizard software. The results showed
that the most important factors influencing the sociability of the urban
space of Jumohori Shahr Mahabad Street were the objective view,
physical access, visual access, movement, specific activities and location.
Also, in designing optimal scenarios, the results generally rely on regular
forms, pedestrian access, variety of uses and social monitoring, proximity
to the center of the city core, continuity of night activities, activities of
medium levels and the existence of physical and mental urban signs.

Citation: Amirashayeri,M., Thmasebi, A., Sahabi, J. (2024). Identifying driving factors in organizing
environmental quality in order to improve the sociability of urban spaces (Case study: Islamic Republic Street,
Mahabad), Journal of Future Cities vision, 5(20), 1-23.

© The Author(s). Publisher: Iranian Geographical Association

* Corresponding author: Hamid Abhari, Email: arsalan_thmsb@iausdj.ac.ir


https://jvfc.ir/article-1-343-fa.html

[ 02-G0-920¢ uo 412JAl Wouy papeojumo( ]


https://jvfc.ir/article-1-343-fa.html

[ Downloaded from jvfc.ir on 2026-05-20 ]

oil gl jail @iy aolilng

Future Cities Vision

journal of Future Cities vision

Winter 2024. Vol 5. Issue 20
ISSN (Print): 2783-0780- ISSN (Online): 2783-0780
Journal Homepage: https://www.jvfc.ir/

Extended Abstract

Introduction

As we consider the future of our cities, we need to
think about the future of public space such as
streets in the city. Since the 1980s, public spaces
have been modernized in such a way that they
have increasingly become a key part of many
urban regeneration and development policies
around the world. An issue that should be given a
special attention as one of the important social
problems and needs in the form of urban planning
and architecture knowledge, is the lack or even the
absence of attractive and responsive urban public
spaces, especially in smaller cities, which are
designed based on the principles and criteria of
environmental quality. And be created regarding
the environmental qualities of urban spaces, PPS
emphasizes factors such as accessibility and
communication, comfort and mental image, uses
and activities, and sociality. Therefore, the
revitalization and organization of collective and
urban spaces with capacity and possessing urban
and architectural values should be followed
quickly. In the meantime, the Islamic Republic of
Mahabad Street as a potential urban axis and a
relatively dynamic urban space has a high
potential to attract citizens and carry out social
activities in the space. Therefore, the present
research tries to explain the most important factors
affecting the quality of the environment on
promoting and strengthening the sociability of the
street of the Islamic Republic and compiling the
most effective scenarios for the optimal design of
the environment.

Methodology

The current research is applied research and its
method is descriptive-analytical. The method of
data collection was documentary-field in the form
of questionnaires and interviews. The statistical
population were specialists in the field of urban
planning and architecture, 20 of whom were
selected purposefully and non-randomly. The
extraction and compilation of criteria, dimensions
and indicators was done in the form of carrying
out the steps of the Delphi panel, which was in the
form of four physical dimensions, activity,
comfort and security, and urban appearance. The

method of data analysis was combined
(quantitative-qualitative) in the form of cross-
effects analysis method using Mic Mac software
and scenario planning using Scenario Wizard
software.

Results and Discussion

After completing the initial steps of compiling the
factors, 20 factors were identified as the primary
factors affecting sociability and analyzed with
Mic Mac software. The matrix is 100% favorable
and optimal based on statistical indicators with
two rotations of data; So that the matrix of direct
potential effects is 93 and 94%, respectively,
which indicates the high validity of the
questionnaire and its answers.

By examining the diagram of power and influence
and observing the position and coordinates of the
factors on the diagram and the lack of proximity
to the function y=x (the factors are distributed
around the diagram of the diagonal line of the
diagram), we come to the conclusion that the
system under study is a stable system because
most of the factors in the sections North-west,
south-east and south-west are located in the chart.
According to the diagram, it is clear that six
variables are the most effective variables and with
the lowest degree of effectiveness, as well as three
variables are presented as the factors that have the
highest degree of effectiveness in relation to the
sociability of the urban space, among other
factors, as a result of the display analysis.
Emphasis in selecting variables as main factors is
more on bimodal and independent variables. The
reason for choosing bimodal variables as driving
and key factors affecting sociability is that these
variables have two common characteristics of
high influence and high influence, which act in a
very effective and highly effective way. In this
way, the results of the Mik Mak analysis show that
the variables of the objective landscape, physical
access, movement, visual access, side activities,
and the place of residence are the most effective
driving environmental factors, key and effective
on sociability.

By examining the results table of the scenario
wizard, which displays the optimal states of each
of the variables in the sociability of the urban
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space, the number of optimal states of each of the
variables has a dispersion and variety of general
states, so the present research, according to the
maximum scores, selects the top 8 scenarios as
The most optimal conditions have been
mentioned. Based on this, the emphasis on the
design of regular forms is presented as the
superior scenario of the objective landscape
factor. Also, pedestrian traffic and paying
attention to the movement of pedestrians is a
priority over the movement of riders in this space.
Social monitoring is the most important scenario
of "visual access" variable introduced and this is
possible through social monitoring of commercial
and residential uses. Regarding movement on the
route, the proposed scenarios are based on
pedestrian movement in such a way that
movement patterns are defined in connection with
traffic calming policies. Also, in relation to the
location of the urban space, the optimal
suggestions are to maintain the status quo and also
to improve the functional cores and adjacent
activity and service axes. In relation to the
readability factor, the wizard scenario suggestions
emphasize the presence of physical and mental
urban signs; And at the end, the continuity of
activity through the injection of nightlife and
catering services, as well as the zoning of space
and the existence of mid-level restaurants in the
sample urban space, are presented as optimal
scenarios of the different states of the "continuity
of activity" and "side activities" variables.
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